TEXT OF MEDIA BRIEFING ON THE ACTIVITIES OF
THE SENATE, FROM JANUARY — MARCH, 2004 HELD
ON TUESDAY, MARCH.2004 BY SENATOR T. U WADA,
CHAIRMAN, SENATE COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION

PROTOCOL

First and foremost, I must thank the Almighty God for granting me
the opportunity to address you, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Press.

[ wish to welcome you all to this special briefing — special because
it is a briefing that covers our activities in the Senate in the last
three months. We hope to be consistent in giving you similar
briefings in future.

You will recall that the Senate resumed sitting this year on
Tuesday, January 13, 2004 and so far sat for a total of fourty five
(45) days. During this period Senate suspended sitting twice to
enable the subcommittees on Appropriation to deliberate and
conclude work on the Appropriation Bill 2004.

It is my pleasure to inform you that between January, 2004 and
now the Senate has undertaken the following legislative activities.

1. Number of Bills passed
ii.  Motions adopted =
iii. Committee Reports adopted

iv.  Special Resolutions passed

v.  Confirmation of Appointments
vi.  Extra parliamentary Activities -
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In addition to the above concluded activities, we have work-in-
progress activities which include 10 Bills in various stages of
reading and other Extra Parliamentary activities lined up.

Gentlemen of the Press, details of these accomplished activities by
the Senate are as follows:



BILLS PASSED

(1)

(11)

(iii)

Money laundering (Prohibition) Bills, 2004 on March,
16, 2004

Economic and Financial Crime Bill, 2004 on March 16,
2004.

Allocation of Revenue (Abolition of Onshore and Off
Shore Dichotomy in the Application of the Principle of
Derivation Bill. It was sponsored by the Majority leader
and Passed on January 20, 2004.

(1v) Appropriation Bill, 2004, Sponsored Majority leader
and Passed on March 16, 2004,

(v) Contributory Pensions — Act 2004. On the March 23,
2004.

(v1) Ratification of the treaty on transnational crimes Act.
2004

MOTIONS ADOPTED

(1) Intervention in the planned Nationwide strike by

NLC — January 2004.

Sen. T. U Wada under Matter of urgent Public
Importance brought to the attention of the Senate the
looming nationwide strike by the NLC ever the
imposition of N1.50k fuel tax. The Senate granted to
prayers of Sen. Wada and resolved to call an the
Executive to suspend the N1.50k fuel tax or Price
Modulation levy and also call on the NLC to suspend
its planned strike. This was a landmark decision by the
Senate as you will recall both parties heeded the call.






